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Movie Workshop: Holywood Studio
Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14; John 8:12; Matthew 5:14
Memory Work: 
Isaiah 9:2 NRSV "“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” John 
8:12 NRSV "“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
Matthew 5:14 NRSV  “You are the light of the world.”

Objectives
• To become aware that a prophet named Isaiah foretold the coming of the Messiah 

years before the birth of Jesus.
• To learn some of the other names that Jesus is called.
• To understand that God’s light is more powerful than any darkness or evil that exists. 
• To know that they are the light-bearers in this world today and must be the ones to 

carry the torch to others. 

Materials List
• Video: "Prophets In The Desert" from "In the Beginning: Stories from the Bible" 

series Video / Nippon Television Network/RAI TV (1992)

FILM NOTES:
With a goodly helping of “artistic license,” the makers of Prophets in the Desert make effective 
connections between the messages of the prophets of the Old Testament and the birth of Christ. Students 
who view the film should understand that not all the events they see are from the Bible but are based on 
historical events and important ideas from the Bible.

CONCEPTS:
As often as the people forgot God’s covenant, the prophets were there to remind them, to reason with 
them, and to plead with them to avoid future disaster that would surely come if they did not change follow 
God’s plan.  One of the most important prophets was Isaiah.  Isaiah brought God’s message to people who 
were having great political difficulties.  Isaiah reminded the people to have faith in God, to remember the 
covenant relationship they had been promised, and to walk in God’s ways.  He told the people that even 
though they seemed to be stumbling along in the darkness now, God would provide a great light to show 
them the way.  Jesus is this light.

As often happens with God’s people, many of them didn’t pay any attention to the message Isaiah brought 
them. Later (about 800 years later) John the Baptist again brought the people a message about the one 
who was coming to bring “TRUE LIGHT” to everyone.  John was talking about Jesus.  Jesus told people 
he was THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.  When we celebrate Christ’s birth, we use symbols of light like 
stars and candles to remind us of how Jesus illuminates God’s plan for mankind.

The Coming of the Messiah Rotation
Movie Workshop Lesson Plan

Updated November 2009! 1



PREPARTIONS:
IN ADVANCE:  
• Display the attached signs of “THINGS TO WATCH FOR” 

Preview video.
Make sure you know where to stop video and lead discussion.
Review operation of popcorn popper.

ON SUNDAY:
• Fill pitcher with cold water from kitchen. This keeps kids 

from leaving theater for drinks during discussion or viewing of the 
video.

• Pop several bags of microwave popcorn to be served in cups 
For younger kids 1 batch of popcorn has been sufficient. For older kids 2 batches of 
popcorn have been necessary. 

Lesson:
Welcome students and introduce or review the theme that Jesus came to be the light of the world. 

Discuss the ideas from the "concepts" section with the students, varying the length and 
complexity according to their age and interest. Share the history that is reviewed in the bible 
background with older students.

Read and discuss the following scripture verses than mention the LIGHT symbolism; Isaiah 9:2, 
6; John 1: 1-18; John 8:12; Matthew 5:14. 

Call student’s attention to posted “Things to Watch For.” Read the lists through with students, 
helping them to remember to focus on these things as they view the film.

Show the video “Prophets in the Desert.”

Discuss the insights gained from things they watched for and any other ideas they got while 
viewing. 

Hand out Faith Journal Sheets.  Ask the students to discuss ways that they can show God’s light 
to others and future generations.

Closing Prayer:
Dear God, 
Your eternal light will never go out. We ask Your help in showing us how we can lead other to 
the warmth and comfort of your love. Amen

Kids should sweep up spilled popcorn and place cups and bowls in the trash bin.
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